


rWW(CENTENARY 

Heather Payton tells the story of a Pembrokeshire airman whose WWI 
diaries paint a vivid picture of the battle for the skies over France 

A
 •
 a r an's tale 

David Salllbrouk with a De lIm'illand
 
DlI-I. olle of tile first aircraft he flew ill.
 

ID Samhra k. like many of his time. DA 
had a talent ror unuer"tatement. '/I 

dallll/fld rough d(JY' wa. his ue criplion at one 
particularly hair-raisine exploit wh n. a~ a 
~ oun" airman. h 'd set out In a Jul' morn ing 
in 1917 to bomb J German-held aerodrome in 
Belgium 

It \\:.1" hi" jon to aim the bomb" from his De 
llil,jllallu DIl-J. biplane. But the raid ent 
Wi'll g. Th ,erm,m" were waitin,:c f) them, 
anu their righter e~cort fran the Royal FI} in:; 
Corps kepI its distance. 

'Ill' ~ot il prelfl' rhick gorl/g O\'er, there 
were HUll m(Jchillc,1 CI'C/TII'hcre', ' ambrook 
Va to write In hi:- dim',' that night. He 
atch -d his bombs e plo e among a group of 

Gellll,11l pl.1lI " 10 the ground. hilt n of th. 
British pil1h \\as badl,' injured and t '0 more 
sufTcre buill:! wound..,. with hath th >ir aircraft 
brought do \ n. A third machine was riddled 
\\ ith bullet holes anu rendered useless. 

W ILLI M David Sambrook - David as 
he W,I\ knowil - came from 'j]gerrun. 

joined I\J 15 Wing of the Royal l a"t1 Air 
Sel'\ icc (I 1'\ .) and was pl "ted to 
Coudekerque airfield ncar I unk.irk in h'an 'e 
in April 1916. He wa, 22. 

It \\ as a huge chung~ from hi~ job as a 
I.' Jerk But hi, ahillty with the wrilten worLl 
would hine through a., he \...ept " record of his 
\\ar. 

Hi~ stof) a.., set 0 It ill lis di'llie . alld log­
boo"s. \\JlII e part of an e"hihition in the 
\ illage of L1ang\\ min ()\·embl.:r marking the 
centenary or the start 01 World ar One 
ho..,tilitie:-. Th,.; . tell of almost uaily bombiol! 
raid Of Gern an airfidds and Zeppelin shed, 
,1I1d friend., who ailed to rerUn!. 

It \\ a., not until near the end ot Ih war th, t 
Da\ id graduate a., a full: 11" ged pilot. 
though b) then he \Va' not \\ itbout hand -on 
·.\perience. 'I!ad a II"." (1/ I(/kin~ control'. he 
Wfl)(e in Junc 1917. '[)amned./im/n'. 

)ne of tIll:' m()~t mernorable p'hsages in the 
diary wa.., an account Ill' an e truordinary - and 
touching - incidenr in\'ol\'inl" (/erman pilot.,. 
'VIII/kirk i.1 ill iT hil ol'u 1//('\1' he \Hote at the 
endolM,ly 1916. 

Shllrtl) hefore. a (,cl'man squadron had 
hombcd Coudckcrque airfjclL! and. as he put it. 
'/Iloyei! IIlIn he/I'. 

'Seurcldights could 1/01 locute 1111:111 os il 

IW/,I' U stWT.\' I/ighl u/ld Ihc' .~IIII.I· lVcrefir;lIf., o{ 
ralldom, \\,;111 rh I I'hnr(!l/el j(rllillg all o/'O/l!ul 
11.1./1 II'US a pe/jccl hllg~er while il lasled'. 

William /)((I'id Sambrook 
DSM. 

Th follo\\ ing night. . 0:1 Win!;! retaliated 
with a raid 011 thl.: Gcrm:m-held O~tend a~ro­

urome. One of thL"ir pi! Its. return ing in pilch 
uar 11 's.,. cra:-h Janucd un was badl. hurt. 
BUlllllOlher. Vine~ (Taunton lliOll Vinc) 
DSO. a South Al'l iean). failed to rctLlln. 

With no official cOlllmunicatioll with the 
enem there \\as ·U..,I one optioll. l\ l:olledgul: 
new 0 e O~tend and dropped a nOll' \) the 
)L"rtTIill1S a:-klIl!! them if they had ny new.., of 

the n i~~ing man. The Germans rer1ieL!. 
'They uroppcd a J1les~agc stating that 

Viney's maehinl: wa.., shot down and Llrnpped 
into the .,ca. ucmpt, were made at re.,cue but 
\\ hen the machine \\as brou"ht in. the pilot 
\1 us dlread. dead. and he \\a., hurieJ with full 
n ilitary honuup,'. 

The G'rtnan ilots included photographs of 
the funeral and the grave. 

According to Alan Waket ielu 01 the Impenal 
War ust'um this type of incident, and the 
re~pel't it sugee.,ls hctl\icen enl'mie~, \\'a~ not 
unknown. 

"TI i:- ..,ort of thing happened morc \\ ilh 
pilot.·,'· he. aid. "In the' it'. un1i\...e in til \ '11' 

on the ground. it was one again.,llllle. pilot 
a,;ain~t pilot; there was a fellow feeling amollg 
11Illnen. 

"In one case a Genn:lI1 pilot attacked :1 
British airfield. But fir"t he 
dropped a '\ign 'd nOll' tclling 
th 111 \ I at he wus planning. 
and suggesting th 'y get uut ot 
the \ ay." 

omctimes the fr:.tternisation 
became pL"r~onal. "In some 
ca:-es," Wakdidd .Ii , "if the 
plane was ron:eJ down but 
the pilot \\ as Il( t \...iJl tl or 
injur dthe. 'd \\hi..," him bad. 
to their ha e and give him a 
meal in the me,s b't'ore the 
German army came to take 
hlln pri,oner." 

E of the main t;'ls\...s ( fOJ 

th'Roya] '\alAir 
Servic~ wa., 10 "pot German 
U-boats allu 1'0 ce th'lll under­
water. 

In the early days ll[ the war 
they u~ed airships to Ihis nu 
but later uepJl'yetl eaplalJes 
(1[[en..,i I L'J). 

But lhl: 1:1.y also need 'd to 
deal wilh the Zeppl:lilh thaI 



\Hn: I.:au,ing Ml much ue'tructl\lIl act\~' the channel in 
Enl!1anJ. an Ilhe 'dplanc<,. with II cir helV) float '. were 
prm'ing toounwielu1' 

Till.' ~111'\\ '1' v..i' to l:lJuir shir' with airnaft that ("(mid take 
nil aflu bnJ on their lkcJ..~ - quite u tall order -, but the 
ad\"\:nt ot thc ~orwllh Pup, wilh its shorllake-oJT nln. solved 
tIll. rrohlcm. 

I hl.' plan' rl.'ljllircd a runway ofJu t 20 fe t. provhlng the 
<,hlp \\ tI ll:illl1ing into a 2() knut ind', alllhrook. hy no v a 
qUJlillcu rilll, naue his first ud night froIll HMS Pi'g(/\UI 
in \crtcl1lber ILJ 1X- l' flU enting hiler thtlt the plane 
'Jroppcd a bit' a, It len the dcck. 

The next ni~ht was more ,ucces,j ul. The problem huwever 
\I:IS I"ndin~. and atter un. ucccssl"ul attempts resulted in 
fataillie~. rdl1t~ \\ 're tolJ eithl.:r to land ~L"hore or ditch 
,dllll~·,iJe,l(J he craned back on boaru. he pructil:e wa, 
knuwn " 'del'" 11 ill!)' and l'ea,ed onl when the firsl true 
aircran C:II riel'. HM. 1'11'1511.1. was launched in the autumn of 
191 X. 

L 'H' as an airman had It. momenls of I' lid, \\ ith 
allcmpl. made to entertain till' men. 'We hove had a 

I'im /I III Ih(' ("(lmfJ and hl'id ({ co/werl. T/u CO. Spel/cer 
Grel' rli. IriIJ//(ec! ('igs, cigars, C!lOCO/att! and beer'. 

Theil again a coupl uf weeks later. Sumorook wrile of 
ha\ i g k'a at the British mis..,ion with the Beluian am y aft'r 
h:1\ ing to malo..e a forced !anuint> with engine fallure on the 
beach at l a Panne \ hill.' he W:L.., taking tea. a mechanic flew 
J,)\\ n from "'ouuekcrque anu repaired thl: engine. 

But liler.: as a"~l homc..,il:kn . s. certainly in the earl) 
I.hl)s. , mIll til after .Irri\·ing at oudd.erque h went ur on 
his fir, ratr Ii Inc chill) Illuming. 'Smr En~/and dislinctly in 
Ihe dilil//IC" " Marie 1Ile' £'eI- .10-1'0'. 

I he nnt uay hi~ mate Parker suffered a broken ankle and 
Samorook \ isited him in 5t Malo hospital. 'Hi' Il'as (!lIile 
chccljid (llId !c(/\'£'sf(I/' 1:lIg/and ill a felt' derl's, Lllckv doX"" 

And lhen a week later h ' \ as shdled uuring a patrol. 
I<lndell ,afely but was IOlu 10 hI.: 
realJ~ III go Ilr again an) J1lllllit '. 
'/'/I/" lire li/"I! lillle.l('I'!I!lc CI.I"('(II (lJ 
,1/1'11111'. h~ \\ rotc. 

And then: were the deaths nf 
l:oursc: VineY who W:lS buried by 
the Gl:nlWlh, an I Bear (George 
Ilcnry Beard [)SC\'hll~ hody 
\\,1" fllllnd il lhe,'a Iwo \\ec,"" 
after hi . cl.lllcague.., ,a\\- him bing 
o.ltlaclo-ed b) " Gt:rman Fokkcr 

But .11 0 narro\\ '..,eapc,. On U') 
in Augu,t 19 I(1 thrt:e aircral t went 
olf to homh Zcpp 'lin sheds at 

all1lir. One I iJlll returned nh all 
hi. b 1mbs 0\1 in!.! It engin trou k. 
another drl1rp 'u Iii, bOO1b~ on a 
,heu hut came under intensl: fire 
and had til lanu on hi.., way hona: 
with en~inl: failure. 

The thiru . .!amie ·on. wa.· seen to 
drop hi. hOlnos, but didn't [dum. 
'/11' 11'(/1 Ih(' hell jii!U! UII .I"/(l/ion '. 

comllll'ntcd S~lInbro()k. 

In tact .bnlil'son (Clllin WilJiam 
Jamic'oll. Olll' ot the l1Jan, 
Australians in 05 Wing) .,urvi ed 
the incident. Published uiarics of 
another pilot. e\\ l.calander 
Donald Harkne. s, sho thal 

Dal'il/ Sllmbrook alld frielld with his Sopwith 
hoisted 011 board HMAS Sydlley for takeoff 

DlIl'id Sambrook (righl) with pilot colleflK'1e Charles Ruger 
Luptoll DSC wlw was to be killed ill aclioll ill May /9/R. 

Jamie. on oel:ame lost flying above cloud :llld eventually ran 
oul of ruel and crash landed in a plulloht:d fielJ in Holland. 
That cnuntry va' neutral but as v;a~ the practice Jami ..,on 
was interne and a' umed [0 b> having 'a high old tim '. 
(I-lis aircraft \\<1. eventually 'old to the Dutch and is now 
said to he on di 'play in a I Ill' 'um in Bru, els). 
~oon allen\ ards the ame fate bt'fell H' rknes" I'hen he 

cra,h landed in llollanJ after eing hit hy ,hrapnel. 

A REM R" B E prop rtion uf the men of r 1.'\ \\IllIg 
were decorated. It w;.c customary to reLlJrd til' nam . Ill' 

the pilot ill command of the aircraft in tbe logbook for c\e~ 

trip. and one nam that ccurreJ fret/ul:ntl) in Sambrook s 
entries was' Iklrtlctt' [ harles I hilip Oldfielu BartlettJ. 

On' day in September 1917 it appe:1tl.:d pwuuly a~ 

'Bartlett DSC. Bartlett had receiv d his decoration days car 
lier for lJis purt in a bombing raid on Houtlave airlidd. 
Sambrook was with him on that clay, :timin u the homhs. 

His logbook entry read,' 'Fire 01" 11.1 

,h(l\'('(/ 01] (1/ jh,t!'lhirly. [ sir ,,/d/N/ a 
bit; hOI/gar wilh /)Oll1hl·., \1'(' s,'1 (/ hig 
,Ihed on/ire. TIm'£' Hun.1 allll({ed til'. 
[!wd (/ pOI (/1 !\I'U 0 ·lhllll1'. 

Sambrook, not yet an officer, 
rcc-:ived the DSM, possiblv 'IS" 
rc,ulto thIS int:idenl.. 

And he \Va' to survi >thl.: \\ ar. end­
ing his carl'er as chid" admllli..,tratj\c 
( ffic'r at tl e public health depurtl1lenl 
"f 'e..,ll11in It:r Cit~ Council. 

His nephc\\ Richard Palmer, who 
has kept the loobook and diane~ sak, 
rCI1ll:mb-:c him as a lovely l11'lll. 

"He woulu 'end us T ickenham 
rugb) match progral1ll11cs and he k pi 
111; broth ran J m 'elf ~uppli('d ith 
rugb, boot'. But he ne er spo e lo lh 
about his war reconl," he ~ilid. 

Sambrook e enlllnily returneu to 
the house in cerland. Llangwm 
where Ri.:hard Palmer slillli es. He 
died in 196.'\ at the age of fI!) 

avid ambrook's .,tory will be 
featur>d in an ,hibilion marking 
lhe Worlu War One centenary in 
Llangwl11 Village H II. r-.ovemhcr 4 ­
lO.2.30 to X pIll. 

Pembrolo,hi'" I II' , 


